From Trinity Church Council
May 28, 2020
Hello Trinity,
The council of Trinity Lutheran Church met on May 26 via Zoom to discuss the recent Province of Manitoba Phase 2 reopening allowances and procedures.  With much discussion the church council decided that our congregation cannot open its worship space based on the guidelines as set out by the province.  The directives by the province only allow that 25 people can be gathered inside with 2 metres of social distancing and only 50 people can gather outdoors with the same 2 metres of social distancing enforced.  Because of this, the following motion was moved, seconded and carried by the Trinity council:
“That Trinity Lutheran Church in Starbuck will remain closed until such time that the internal capacity guidelines set by the Province of Manitoba and the MNO Synod allows us to have one service to serve all members in one service, while maintaining social distancing.”
Disinfecting procedures as set out by the province and our synod made having multiple services in a day impractical. (Attached is a letter from our Bishop which includes the worship and disinfecting guidelines as set by the MNO Synod.)
Council was informed at our meeting that our Starbuck United Church friends will not be resuming services until September providing they are able to gather at that time.
Council also decided that funerals will not be able to take place in our church building at this time.
The number of people preparing the Urban meals will remain at three, as a safety precaution for those preparing the meals and for the safety of our guests who consume the meals.
We are very grateful for the regular offerings that are being dropped off, mailed or direct deposited to the church.  These methods can continue as before with much appreciation.
While our church building remains closed to large numbers of people, we, the church have never closed.  Worship continues via Zoom and by weekly congregational mailings to those who do not have internet access.  Outreach continues to the Urban, through weekly mailings to our Sunday School children, participation in on-line meetings and pastoral contacts. God’s love comes through all of us with prayer, safe visits, phone calls, and loving care and concern for our friends and neighbours.  
Please stay safe and take care!
Robert Livingston
Trinity Council Chair

