PERFECT LOVE CASTS OUT FEAR
 Evening Prayer for Lent
February 24, 2021

Welcome and Announcements
 
WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP
Behold, now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation.
Turn us again, O God of our salvation that the light of your face may shine on us.
May your justice shine like the sun; and may the poor be lifted up.
 
THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. (It is right to give our thanks and praise.)

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you called light into being, and you set light in the sky to govern night and day. In a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night you led your people into freedom.
Enlighten our darkness by the light of your Christ: may your Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for you are merciful, and you love your whole creation, and with all your creatures we give you glory, through your Son Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
 
First Reading	Leviticus 19:1-3, 9-18 Love your neighbor as yourself

Hymn		Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery				   ELW 334
 
1	Tree of Life and awesome myst'ry,	    2	We remember truth once spoken,
in your death we are reborn;			love passed on through act and word;
though you die in all of hist'ry,			ev'ry person lost and broken
still you rise with ev'ry morn,			wears the body of our Lord,
still you rise with ev'ry morn.			wears the body of our Lord.
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3	Christ, you lead and we shall follow,		From the dawning of creation		
stumbling though our steps may be;		you have loved us as your own;
one with you in joy and sorrow,		stay with us through all temptation,
we the river, you the sea,			make us turn to you alone.
we the river, you the sea.			make us turn to you alone.

Second Reading	Romans 13:8-10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor
 
Hymn 		What wondrous love is this 					   ELW 666
 
1	What wondrous love is this, 			3	To God and to the Lamb
O my soul, O my soul!					I will sing, I will sing;
	What wondrous love is this, O my soul!		to God and to the Lamb I will sing;
	What wondrous love is this				to God and to the Lamb
	that caused the Lord of bliss				who is the great I AM,
	to bear the dreadful curse 				while millions join the theme,
for my soul, for my soul,				I will sing, I will sing,
	to bear the dreadful curse for my soul?		while millions join the theme, I will sing.
Brief Meditation
 
THE MAGNIFICAT	(Luke 1:46-55 “The Message”)
And Mary said, I’m bursting with God-news;
    I’m dancing the song of my Savior God.
God took one good look at me, and look what happened—
    I’m the most fortunate woman on earth!
What God has done for me will never be forgotten,
    the God whose very name is holy, set apart from all others.
His mercy flows in wave after wave on those who are in awe before him.
He bared his arm and showed his strength, scattered the bluffing braggarts.
He knocked tyrants off their high horses, pulled victims out of the mud.
The starving poor sat down to a banquet;
    the callous rich were left out in the cold.
He embraced his chosen child, Israel;
    he remembered and piled on the mercies, piled them high.
It’s exactly what he promised, beginning with Abraham and right up to now. 

THE PRAYERS
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the health of the creation, for abundant harvests that all may share, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For public servants, the government, and those who protect us; for those who work to bring peace, justice, healing, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For those who have to travel during this pandemic, for those who are confined to rooms, apartments and homes, for the sick and suffering, and for those who are in prison, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For deliverance in the time of affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For Bishop Susan Johnson, Bishop Jason Zinko, Pastors and Diaconal Ministers and all servants of the church, for those who have gathered on line for this service, and for all people who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.

Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest, rejoicing in the communion of all the saints, we commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ our Lord.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you have graciously protected us today. We ask you to forgive us all our sins, where we have done wrong, and graciously to protect us tonight. Into your hands we commend ourselves: our bodies, our souls, and all that is ours. Let your holy angels be with us, so that the wicked foe may have no power over us. Amen.

THE BLESSING
Let us bless the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)
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