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February 17, 2021
Ash Wednesday
Service of the Word (7:00 pm ZOOM Service)
February 17, 2021

Announcements 
On Ash Wednesday the piano or organ, should be used only to accompany congregational singing. Therefore, there is no prelude or postlude on this solemn day.

THE GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Psalm 51
1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out | my offenses.

2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, and cleanse me | from my sin.

3For I know | my offenses, and my sin is ev- | er before me.

4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment.

5Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my | mother’s womb.
6Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, and would have me know wisdom | deep within.

7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow.

8Let me hear | joy and gladness; that the body you have broken | may rejoice.
9Hide your face | from my sins, and blot out | all my wickedness.

10Create in me a clean | heart, O God, and renew a right spir- | it within me.
11Cast me not away | from your presence, and take not your Holy Spir- | it from me.

12Restore to me the joy of | your salvation and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit.
13Let me teach your ways | to offenders, and sinners shall be re- | stored to you.

14Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of | my salvation, and my tongue shall sing | of your righteousness.

15O Lord, o- | pen my lips, and my mouth shall pro- | claim your praise.
16For you take no delight in sacrifice, or | I would give it. You are not pleased | with burnt offering.

17The sacrifice of God is a | troubled spirit; a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will | not despise.

18Favor Zion with | your good pleasure; build up the walls | of Jerusalem.

19Then you will delight in the appointed sacrifices, in burnt | and whole offerings;
then young bulls shall be offered up- | on your altar.
Hymn                    O Lord, Throughout these Forty Days 	                          ELW 319

1	O Lord, throughout these forty days		4	Be with us through this season, Lord,
	you prayed and kept the fast;				and all our earthly days,
	inspire repentance for our sin,				that when the final Easter dawns,
	and free us from our past.				we join in heaven's praise.

THE GREETING

Prayer of the Day
Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading		Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
Second Reading		2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10

Gospel Acclamation 
Return to the Lord, your God, who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding
in steadfast love.

Gospel			Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
Meditation

Hymn of the Day                 Be Thou My Vision				                ELW 793 

1	Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;		
	naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
	thou my best thought both by day and by night,
	waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

2	Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
	I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.
	Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r,
	raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r.
           

INVITATION TO LENT

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering Jesus’ Passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed.
We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God’s mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another, and to live in harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended.
As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent—self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—strengthened by the gift of your Word. Let us continue our journey through these forty days to the great three Days of Jesus’ death and Resurrection.

THE CONFESSION OF SINS

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.

Most holy and merciful God,
we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company of heaven, that we have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our own most grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.
Have mercy on us, O God.

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Restore us, O God, and help us.
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.
THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
 
(At this time, you are invited in a prayerful manor to take the ash packet, drop a tiny bit of oil in the packet, preferably olive oil. When you have done this put some ash on your forehead in the shape of a cross.  If you have other members of your family present place the ash on one another’s foreheads.) Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

Merciful God accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.

O God, you call your church to be ministers of reconciliation throughout the world. Inspire your church in its proclamation of the gospel and guide its ministries to build up the body of Christ. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

O God, you created the earth and all its inhabitants and you declared that it is good. Protect mountains and valleys, animals and plants, and direct us to be good stewards of all you have made. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

O God, you desire peace. Direct governments and leaders to work for the well-being of all people and raise up advocates to speak and serve on behalf of the downtrodden. Lord, in your mercy. hear our prayer.

O God, you are our hope in the midst of despair, our help in the midst of sorrow, and our consolation in the midst of affliction. Grant comfort to all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. We especially pray for all those whom you have entrusted to our care. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

O God, you are love, and you call us to love one another. Accompany with your grace those journeying toward baptism and call us all to repentance as we prepare to celebrate Christ’s death and resurrection. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

O God, you are our life and our salvation. We give you thanks for the righteous who have died in faith. Inspire us by their example to proclaim your steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Offering
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. Accompany us in our Lenten journey that we may pass over from death to life
with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer				
Merciful God accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
       thy kingdom come, 
       thy will be done,
       on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
       who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

THE SENDING

Blessing
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

Hymn                   Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery 	                                     ELW 334 
                                           
[bookmark: _GoBack]1   Tree of Life and awesome myst'ry,			Light of life beyond conceiving,
in your death we are reborn;				mighty Spirit of our Lord;
though you die in all of hist'ry,				give new strength to our believing,
still you rise with ev'ry morn,				give us faith to live your word.
still you rise with ev'ry morn.				give us faith to live your word.

Dismissal 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.


LENT

Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon word meaning springtime and so it is to be understood as the holy springtime of the soul, a time for preparation, the planting of new seeds and growth.  It is to be a time when we move closer in our relationship and love of God and God’s people.
In Lent we look to God more than ourselves because God created us to experience joy in communion with our Lord, to love all people and to live in harmony with all parts of creation.  But sin separates us from God, our neighbours and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our God intended for us.  
Also, by our sin we make God sad because God does not want anyone to suffer and when we sin people suffer.  That is why we put ashes in the form of a cross on our heads, the ashes remind us that our sin hurts other and it tells God that we are sorry.  The cross reminds us that Jesus loved us so much that he was willing to die for us.
As disciples of the Lord Jesus we are being asked to struggle against everything that leads us away from loving God, our families and friends.  One of the ways we do this is through the disciplines of Lent; repentance, fasting, prayer and works of love.  Repentance tells God that we are sorry for the things we do that are wrong.  Fasting helps us to remember that Jesus gave up his life for us and suffered on a cross.  When we give up some of the things we like, we are telling Jesus that we appreciate what he has done for us.  In order to keep our Lenten promises we need to pray for help from Jesus and this brings us closer to Jesus.  When we have done all this, we feel so good that we want to do nice things for others.
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