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March 14, 2021
Lent Four
Service of the Word and Prayer – WOV 
(10:00 am ZOOM Service)
March 14, 2021

Announcements 			

GATHERING

Gathering Song 	       	Amazing Grace				                       ELW 779

1	Amazing grace! how sweet the sound      3	Through many dangers, toils, and snares
	that saved a wretch like me!			I have already come;
	I once was lost, but now am found;		'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
	was blind, but now I see.			and grace will lead me home.
	
Greeting											        
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Lent to Pentecost			     	        
The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart.
If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. Faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.

Scripture Song				           				        
Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever. Great and wonderful are your deeds, O God of the universe. Just and true are your ways, O Ruler of all the nations. Who can fail to honor you, Lord, and sing the glory of your name?

Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever. For you alone are the Holy One. All nations will draw near and worship before you, for your just and holy works have been revealed. Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever.

Prayer of the Day
O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

First Reading			Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm				Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
Second Reading		Ephesians 2:1-10

Gospel Acclamation				          			     
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life. (John 3:16)

Gospel Reading		John 3:14-21
Sermon
 
RESPONSE TO THE WORD

Hymn of the Day 	        	My Faith Look Up to Thee			               ELW 759

1	My faith looks up to thee,		3	While life's dark maze I tread
	thou Lamb of Calvary,				and griefs around me spread,
	Savior divine!					be thou my guide;
	Now hear me while I pray,			bid darkness turn to day,
	take all my guilt away,				wipe sorrow's tears away,
	oh, let me from this day				nor let me ever stray
	be wholly thine!					from thee aside.

The Apostles’ Creed 				           			
In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.
We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, 
and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; pray in the Holy Spirit. Keep yourselves in the love of God; look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new! God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one another. 

Gracious God, have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen

Sharing of the Peace 				           			        
Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, talk to one another, offer a daily random act of kindness and live in peace. The peace of the Lord be with you always and with those you love and care about.

PRAYER

Stewardship Moment 				
 God has given to each one of us as a gift with our own unique ways and talents.  The way we use these gifts in service to God through service to others is our gift back to God.  

Offertory Prayer 			Lent to Pentecost 
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven.  Accompany us in this Lenten time, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Prayers of Intercession
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 

You sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness of the church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and ministries of service in your name. Bless our partners in ministries. Our ELCA global partner churches, Young Adults in Global Mission, Canadian Lutheran World Relief, The Lutheran World Federation, our companion synod, in Cameroon and our full communion relationship with the Anglican Church of Canada. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts, wilderness areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that feeds hungry creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Your mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are hungry or without homes. Give life in places where death is rampant; give and comfort to those who mourn and healing to those who are sick. We especially pray for all those whom you have entrusted to our care. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We give thanks to you for the children and youth of our congregation.  We ask your blessing upon those who will meet for the special youth night this evening. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You sustained your people in the wilderness. Give courage to all who lead in times of crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of famine and drought. Bring peace in places where scarce resources cause violence. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Your Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise you for all who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of your promises. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer									        
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
  hallowed be thy name,
  thy kingdom come,   
  thy will be done,
         on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
         and forgive us our trespasses,
  as we forgive those
         who trespass against us;
         and lead us not into temptation,
  but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, 
and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING

Blessing
May the Christ who walks on wounded feet walk with you on the road. 
May the Christ who serves with wounded hands stretch out your hands to serve. 
May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart open your hearts to love!
May you see the face of Christ in everyone you meet, 
and may everyone you meet see the face of Christ in you. 

The Blessing of almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with you and go with you, ow and always. Amen.

Sending Song 	 	Christ, the Life of All the Living		                         ELW 339

1	Christ, the life of all the living, 			2	You have suffered great affliction
	Christ, the death of death, our foe,			and have borne it patiently,
	Christ, yourself for me once giving 			even death by crucifixion,
	to the darkest depths of woe:				fully to atone for me;
	through your suff'ring, death, and merit		for you chose to be tormented 
	life eternal I inherit.					that my doom should be prevented.
	Thousand, thousand thanks are due, 		Thousand, thousand thanks are due
	dearest Jesus, unto you.				dearest Jesus, unto you.

Dismissal 
Go now in peace, never be afraid, God will go with you each hour of everyday. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true, know God will guide you in all you do. 
Go now in love, and show you believe, reach out to others (by telephone, text or letter) 
so all the world can see. God will be there watching from within, around and above, 
Go now in peace, in faith and in love, Amen.


The First Reading is from the book of Numbers beginning at the 21st chapter and the 4th verse.  (Numbers 21:4-9)

4From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” 6Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.
Listen for the leading of the Spirit.  Thanks be to God





Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good,
  for God’s mercy endures forever.

 2Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim
  that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe,

 3gathering them in from the lands;
  from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south.

 17Some were fools and took rebellious paths;
  through their sins they were afflicted.

 18They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door.

 19Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD
  and you delivered them from their distress.  

 20You sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from the grave.
 
21Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love
  and your wonderful works for all people.

 22Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy. 
The Second Reading is from St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians beginning at the 2nd chapter and the 1st verse. (Ephesians 2:1-10) 

1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 5even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—6and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—9not the result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
Listen for the leading of the Spirit.  Thanks be to God















The Holy Gospel according to John the 3rd chapter (John 3:14-21)
Glory to You O Lord!

[Jesus said:] 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 

be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life.
 
 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”
Praise to You O Christ!
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